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A  century  and  a  quarter  be¬ 
fore  the  Pilgrims  landed  at 
Plymouth  Rock,  Christopher 
Columbus  discovered  the  island 
of  i^erto  Rico;  on  November 
1^  1493.  He  took  possession  of 
the  island  for  Queen  Isabella 
of  Castile  and  named  it  San 
Juan  Bautista;  it  later  became 
known  as  Puerto  Rico  (Rich 
Port).  Conquest  from  the  original  Indians  and 
colonization  by  the  Spaniards  began  in  1508. 
Ponce  de  Leon,  later  the  discoverer  of  Florida, 
was  its  first  settler  and  governor.  He  founded  the 
city  of  San  Juan  in  1508  and  San  German  in  1511. 
The  early  settlers  were  mostly  from  the  province 
of  Andalucia,  all  from  the  Kingdom  of  Castile. 
This  was  before  Castile  and  Aragon  united  to  be¬ 
come  the  Kingdom  of  Spain.  Negroes  were  im¬ 
ported  as  slaves  from  Africa  since  the  beginning 
of  colonization.  The  Indian  disappeared  as  a 
distinct  group  in  the  course  of  time. 

Puerto  Rico  remained  a  part  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Spain  for  more  than  four  hundred  years.  It 
was  the  defense  outpost  from  which  Spain  tried 
to  protect  its  New  World  empire  and  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  its  shipping. 

With  the  establishment  of  the  Constitutional 


Government  in  Spain,  in  1812,  Puerto  Rico  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  provinces  of  the  Kingdom.  It 
had,  consequently,  representation  in  the  newly  es¬ 
tablished  Spanish  parliament  as  well  as  the  other 
provinces.  The  privilege  of  parliamentary  repre¬ 
sentation  for  the  overseas  provinces,  incorporated 
in  subsequent  constitutions,  was  suspended  in  1837. 
This  discrimination  was  deeply  resented  in  Puerto 
Rico.  Representation  in  Parliament  for  the  over¬ 
seas  provinces  was  restored  in  1868.  Finally,  in 
1897,  the  Crown  granted  an  Autonomic  Consti¬ 
tution  to  Puerto  Rico.  It  amounted  to  dominion 
status  within  the  Spanish  Realm.  The  Constitu¬ 
tion  provided  not  only  for  a  dominion  parliament, 
but  also  kept  the  right  of  representation  in  the 
Spanish  Parliament;  it  also  recognized  the  right 
of  Puerto  Rico  to  enter  into  special  commercial 
treaties  with  any  nation,  through  the  Spanish 
Government. 

On  July  25,  1898,  as  a  result  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  Puerto  Rico  came  into  the  orbit  of 
the  United  States.  Under  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
signed  on  December  10,  1898,  Spain  ceded  its 
sovereignty  over  Puerto  Rico  to  the  United  States. 
The  Treaty  left  the  obligation  to  determine  the 
future  political  status  of  the  Puerto  Ricans  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 


THE  OFFICIAL  SEAL  or  coat  of  arms  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico, 
was  given  to  the  Island  in  the  year  1511  by  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  the 
sovereigns  of  Spain  at  the  time  Columbus  discovered  Americo. 

The  silver  lamb  of  Saint  John  bearing  a  flag  with  cross  and  banner  and 
resting  on  a  red  book  which  represents  the  Bible,  stands  for  peace  among 
men.  The  initials  F  and  I,  surmounted  by  gold  crowns  represent  Ferdinond 
and  Isabella,  and  the  yoke  their  union.  The  cluster  of  arrows  is  supposed 
to  represent  strength  and  power.  The  motto  reading:  "Joannes  est  nomen 
ejus,"  translates:  "John  is  his  name." 

The  lamb  and  motto  are  used  because  the  whole  island  was  originally 
called  San  Juan  Bautista  or  Saint  John  the  Baptist. 

In  the  border  symbols,  the  red  lions  represent  Leon,  the  province  of  which 
Ferdinand  was  king,  and  the  castles  Castile,  of  which  Isabella  was  queen. 

The  crosses  of  Jerusalem  show  Spain's  conquest  of  the  Moors.  The  ban¬ 
ners  contain  the  emblems  of  Leon  (two  lions  rampant),  of  Castile  (two 
castles),  of  the  Royal  Houses  of  Arag6n  and  Sicily  (four  gold  bars  on  a  red 
field  with  two  black  eagles  superimposed),  and  Granada  (an  open  pome¬ 
granate). 
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THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PUERTO  RICO 


This  is  the  name  acquired  by  Puerto  Rico  on 
July  25,  1952,  when  a  new  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  created  by  the  common  will  of  the  people  of 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
was  established. 

From  1898  to  1900  Puerto  Rico  was  under  mili¬ 
tary  government.  In  1900  a  civilian  government 
was  organized  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Foraker  Act,  enacted  in  that  year,  and 
Puerto  Rico  ceased  to  be  under  the  War  De'- 
partment.  In  1909,  although  civilian  rule  was 
continued,  the  affairs  of  Puerto  Rico  in  Washing¬ 
ton  were  put  under  the  supervision  of  the  War 
Department.  In  1934  the  Division  of  Territories 
and  Island  Possessions  (raised  in  1950  to  the  rank 


PUERTO  RICO  AT  A  GLANCE 


Area  in  square  miles 

3,423 

Average  yearly  temperature 

75.30 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  for  calendar  year 

1952 

35.1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  for  calendar  year 

1952 

9.0 

Population,  June  30,  1952,  estimate 

2,225,000 

Population  per  square  mile 

650 

Average  daily  purchases  of  U.  S. 

goods 

$1,200,000 

Per  capita  Income,  1940 

$122 

Per  capita  income,  1952 

$399 

Net  Migration  to  U.  $.  mainland. 

1948-52  annual  average 

41,035 

Since  Governor  Munoz  and  his  party  come  to 
power  the  life  expectancy  of  his  people  has 
been  raised  from  46  to  61 ;  per  capita  income 
has  risen  227%;  unemployment  has  been  re¬ 
duced  by  a  third;  and  the  budget  for  educafion 
increased  459  per  cent.  Education,  industrializa¬ 
tion  and  agricultural  diversification  are  the 
foundation  stones  for  what  Governor  Munoz 
coils  "Operation  Bootstrap",  which  has  attracted 
world-wide  attention  and  acclaim. 


of  “Office  of  Territories”),  was  created  in  the 
United  States  Department  of  the  Interior,  and 
eventually,  all  United  States  territories  and  pos¬ 
sessions  have  been  placed  under  its  jurisdiction. 
Puerto  Rico  was  transferred  in  1934. 

In  1917  the  Foraker  Act  of  1900  was  largely  but 
not  completely  superseded  by  the  Jones  Act.  A 
Senate,  elected  by  the  people,  took  the  place  of  an 
Executive  Council  theretofore  appointed  by  the 
President.  The  Jones  Act  also  granted  Puerto 
Ricans  American  citizenship. 

This  law  was  amended  to  provide  a  more  liberal 
form  of  government  in  1947.  By  this  amendment 
the  office  of  Governor  was  made  elective.  The 
Honorable  Luis  Munoz  Marin,  now  serving  his 
second  term,  was  the  first  popularly  elected  gov¬ 
ernor.  He  took  office  January  1,  1949. 

At  the  request  of  Puerto  Rico,  Congress  passed 
a  law  in  July,  1950,  in  the  nature  of  a  compact 
and  recognizing  the  principle  of  government  by 
consent.  It  authorized  the  adoption  of  a  constitu¬ 
tion  by  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico.  The  law  was 
to  become  effective  if  accepted  by  the  people  of 
Puerto  Rico.  It  was  submitted  on  June  4,  1951 
to  the  electorate  and  approved  by  a  large  majority. 
Therefore,  the  law  was  adopted  and  accepted  by 
the  people  of  Puerto  Rico,  as  a  compact  with  the 
United  States. 

A  popularly  elected  Constitutional  Convention 
formed  a  Constitution,  a  task  that  required  si.x 
months  of  concentrated  work  with  each  point  dis¬ 
cussed  carefully.  The  Constitution  created  the 
Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico.  In  March  3, 
1952,  the  electorate  adopted  the  Constitution  by  a 
large  majority.  Congress  approved  the  Constitution 


July  1,  1952  and  President  Truman  signed  the 
Resolution  of  Approval  July  3,  1952. 

Finally,  on  July  25,  1952,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Puerto  Rico  was  officially  founded.  The  Preamble 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  reads: 

We,  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico,  in  order  to  or¬ 
ganize  ourselves  politically  on  a  fully  demo¬ 
cratic  basis,  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
to  secure  for  ourselves  and  our  posterity  the  com¬ 
plete  enjoyment  of  human  rights,  placing  our  trust 
in  Almighty  God,  do  ordain  and  establish  this 
Constitution  for  the  Commonwealth  which,  in  the 
exercise  of  our  natural  rights,  we  now  create  within 
our  union  with  the  United  States  of  America. 

Jn  so  doing  we  declare: 

The  democratic  system  is  fundamental  to  the  life 
of  the  Puerto  Rican  community; 


We  understand  that  the  democratic  system  of 
government  is  one  in  which  the  will  of  the  people 
is  the  source  of  public  power,  the  political  order  is 
subordinate  to  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  free  par¬ 
ticipation  of  the  citizen  in  collective  decisions  is 
assured; 

We  consider  as  determining  factors  in  our  life 
our  citizenship  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  our  democratic  heritage  in  the  individual  and 
collective  enjoyment  of  its  rights  and  privileges; 
our  loyalty  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Consti¬ 
tution;  the  co-existence  in  Puerto  Rico  of  the  two 
great  cultures  of  the  American  Hemisphere;  our 
fervor  for  education;  our  faith  in  justice;  our  de¬ 
votion  to  the  courageous,  industrious,  and  peace¬ 
ful  way  of  life;  our  fidelity  to  individual  human 
values  above  and  beyond  social  position,  racial 
differences,  and  economic  interests;  and  our  hope 
for  a  better  world  based  on  these  principles. 


THE  FLAG  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PUERTO  RICO  Kas  long  been 
a  port  of  the  Puerto  Ricans'  love  ot  country.  As  all  great  flags,  this  was 
first  born  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  and  has  become  deeply  rooted  in  their 
feeling  for  freedom. 

The  flag  was  first  presented  at  a  meeting  ot  Puerto  Rican  patriots  as¬ 
sembled  in  Chimney  Corner  Haii,  New  York  City,  on  December  22,  1895. 
This  group  was  affiliated  with  the  Puerto  Rican  section  ot  the  Cuban  Revo- 
iutionary  Party,  spearhead  of  the  movement  tor  the  independence  ot  both 
countries  from  Spain. 

Although  at  that  time  the  flag  was  presented  to  the  group  by  Juan  de 
Mata  Terreforte,  its  design  had  been  approved  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the 
directorate  ot  the  Puerto  Rican  section  at  the  suggestion  ot  Manuei  Besosa. 
The  original  flag  was  made  by  the  young  daughter  of  Manuel  Besosa.  beau¬ 
tiful  Mima,  stiil  iiving. 

According  to  Mima  Besosa,  her  tether  brought  home  a  tew  pieces  ot 
ribbon  and  asked  her  to  make  a  smeli  flag  "about  five  inches  wide  by  eight 
inches  long,  with  five  alternate  red  and  white  stripes  and  e  blue  triangle 
on  one  side  with  o  white  five-pointed  star  on  the  field  ot  the  triangle". 

Truly,  the  lone  white  star,  symbol  ot  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico, 
stands  on  solid  ground — the  three  equal  sides  of  its  blue  triangle  really 
evoke  the  integrity  of  the  democratic  government  in  its  three  branches; 
legislative,  executive  and  judicial.  Again,  the  three  tree-flowing  red  stripes 
are  the  lifeblood  of  the  three  branches  ot  government  which  although  per¬ 
forming  independent  and  separate  functions,  are  kept  together  by  a  system 
ot  checks  and  balances — the  two  white  stripes  which  stand  tor  freedom  ot 
the  individual  ond  the  rights  of  man. 

These  are  the  principies  ot  Puerto  Rican  democracy.  They  have  been  o 
living  tradition  with  the  people  tor  years.  They  are  today  properly  and 
honorably  embodied  in  the  Constitution  ot  the  Commonwealth. 
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